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If there was ever any doubt, the Queen City
spirit is alive and well. A little high water can’t
keep it down. On a related note, there were
many more members than usual who submitted
high-quality photos to me this month . . . and
with the Club looking so photogenic as well. We
have tried to fit in as many of your submissions
as possible this month. Keep them coming!

This year, I have had a more difficult time
attracting advertisers to the Clipper than in the
past, so I would like to make special mention of
the loyal advertisers that we do continue to have
in the magazine. Without their support, we
would not be able to publish such a high-quality
club magazine. Please support them with your
business if you can.
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What to do when 
your boat is covered
in snow?

The Queen City Charity
Pool League is the evolu-
tion of a pool tournament
originally started by a
group of Ontario Provincial
Government employees to
raise money as part of their
United Way Annual Cam-
paign. Today the sponsorship
of the winter league of play is
under the auspices of Queen City
Yacht Club in partnership with VIP Bil-
liards. The majority of players are from the
Club but there is also accommodation of a num-
ber of non-Club members who are interested in a pool
league dedicated to raising money for charities where
winning is not the first objective.

It is a mixed league that encourages the participation
of women and couples; their numbers have grown over
the past few years. Players, men and women, are
assigned a handicap ranking that levels the playing
field for all skill levels.

With these goals, having just completing our 25th year,
we have made contributions to the United Way, the
Multiple Sclerosis Society, Easter Seals, the Diabetes
Foundation, the Heart and Stroke Foundation, the
Women's Olympic Sailing Team, the Breast Cancer Soci-
ety, the QCYC Learn to Sail program, and individual
Olympic sailors Brenda Bowskill and Olivia Mew, as well
as other worthy causes.

The
Past
In 1991,
Sharon
Bower and
six other
brave souls
started a

tournament at
Balmuto’s when

Sharon was work-
ing for the Ministry of

Community and Social
Services. In 1993 the tourna-

ment was moved to Pockets and Slates
on Yonge Street just below Wellesley. At that time the
tournament became sponsored by the Ministry of Hous-
ing as part of their fund-raising campaign for the
United Way. Queen City Yacht Club members became
involved through Garry Baker, who happened to be a
member of the Club as well as a government employee.
Eventually, Queen City had two or three teams involved
and was a dominant force with a majority of the partic-
ipants. But tournament membership began to wane as
government employees left, on account of both politi-
cal changes in Ontario and the fact that the existing
system did not support lower-skilled players. It had
evolved into a win-at-all-costs tournament (while still
retaining the charitable nature of the initial intent).

In 2002, Pockets and Slates closed. Garry Baker, Jim
Thorndycraft, and Mike Minarik sought a new venue and
found a place on Yonge at Gerrard called O’Grady’s. The
tournament, which had now become a league, played
there for one year, but the tables were inadequate and
were spread all over the restaurant/bar. Just across the
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By Garry Baker
Pool Passion

Allister Walsh, Garry Baker,
Sharon Bower
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street, Mike found the VIP Lounge in 2004. The owners
were very accommodating and

encouraged our continuation
of the league and its

charitable nature by
providing the
tables free of
charge so that
all of the rev-
enues collected
could be
directed to
charity.

To facilitate the
participation of less

skilled players and to
level the playing field for

everyone, the format was
changed to “scotch doubles” with no teams, but a rota-
tion of all participants during the season. In addition,
Mike developed a handicap system. Each player is
assigned a handicap at the beginning of the year which
is adjusted during the playing season based on the per-
formance of individual players compared to the rest of
the participants, not unlike the PHRF system for yacht
racing. Mike and Allister Walsh monitored the system
and did all the calculations. Allister Walsh has contin-
ued this effort after Mike’s unfortunate passing due to
MS in 2012.

The result was that this year we had over 30 players
registered and have been able to increase the numbers
of women and couples participating. The membership is
made up of 85% Queen City members plus a number of
additional people from the past or who asked to join at
the VIP Lounge. We welcome all individuals who are
interested in playing or learning pool for fun while
raising money for worthwhile charities.

The Now
This year marked our quarter century of providing funds
for important charitable causes; this year’s recipient
has not yet been decided.

The three top players who will have their names on the
trophy for 2017 are Nick Abrahams, Linda Doe, and
Adrian Macaulay. This year is the first time a couple
have had their names engraved on the top prize trophy
together. Congratulations, Nick and Linda! Adrian is a
non-member player associated with the league since he
and his father played, starting in 2004. He is also the
2017 winner of the Mike Minarik Memorial Trophy as
the top player during regular-season play.

As always, the top eight players play off for the glory
of having their names on the trophy. The rest of this
year’s participants played off for the good stuff, prizes.
The winners in this group were, in order of finish: Brian
Taylor, Rob Mew, Roel Vanderwal, and Trevor Spurr.

The Future
We hope to continue
our winter diversion
and fund-raising
into 2018. How-
ever, the VIP Bil-
liards location
will be closing to
accommodate
another 80-story
tower. They are
searching for a new
location that will be as
convenient as the one we have
been using over the past 14 years. The members have
also been looking out for a new venue with a conven-
ient address for everyone, so far to no avail.

If you can help please contact Garry Baker at 
jgbconnections@rogers.com.  

Nick Abrahams, Linda Doe, 
Adrian Macaulay
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Commodore
Jacqui Cook commodore@qcyc.ca

The rains came, the water rose and
. . . our Club fought back. We laid
the first sandbags around May 3rd
and since then we have laid hun-
dreds and hundreds of them. Mem-

bers are tending the pumps 24/7 and keeping our
clubhouse dry. Others design and build walkways to
make safe passage possible. Clever gauges let us moni-
tor water levels.  QCYC is demonstrating the inventive,
persevering, fun-seeking spirit we are known for.

The Annual Spring Meeting on May 26th was well
attended. Members listened to the forecast that the
water would likely continue to rise until the middle of
June and then take more than a month to begin to
recede. Their response? Let the Season begin! Let’s get
this party started--work party, dance party, sailing
party--whatever the party, let’s get on with it.

This gives your Board a clear mandate to move forward.
It makes organizing the events and providing feedback
to the caterer much easier. I thank the membership for
your support and your enthusiasm.  

Immediately following the Spring Meeting, the Board
decided to confirm June 10th as the date for Sailpast.
Rain, shine, flood, drought, mast up or down, QCYC is
marking the beginning of the season. Flood chic may
be the new fashion--rubber wellies and all--but our
spirits are not dampened.

We will need our spirits to remain strong--we have
many more weeks of high water, and following that we
will have cleanup. The yard will need ways to be reset
and levelled. Sinkholes will need to be filled in and the
lawn will need levelling and seeding.  There may be
damage to buildings that will need fixing. We won’t
know what needs to be done until the water subsides.
But in the meantime there will be work parties, dance
parties, and sailing parties. See you at our Club.

Treasurer
John Heath treasurer@qcyc.ca

It was great to see the “carry-on
attitude” and “let’s have a party”
spirit at the Spring Meeting.

We are meeting the challenges of
the flood and bags are attempt-

ing to keep us reasonably dry.

My own thanks to all who have attended planned
sandbag events and especially to all who have
jumped in at a moment's notice when the lake sur-
prised us a few times.

It gives us all great hope for another successful sail-
ing season. 

The planned revenue targets are generally on track.
We are planning for Learn to Sail to be as normal as
possible. We will be adjusting how we approach our
entertainment events, but life and parties will go on.
Expenses are being managed and adjusted as best we
can. Some of the expenses will not be quantified
until the water levels are down and things start to
dry out in the yard and our “front yard.”

We are tracking all flood-related costs but as we
should acknowledge, we need to wait until the water
has receded. Our insurance coverage is limited and
we are facing higher water than has been recorded
going back to 1908.

There will certainly be lots of opportunities for work
hours as we start to dry out! Hope to see all in the
Club as we work together to get back to normal and
also to get some sailing time in. 
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Vice Commodore
Genia Vanderkruk           vicecommodore@qcyc.ca

Is it wet enough for you? This spring’s record high lake
levels have left most of our grounds submerged, sand-
bags have taken the place of picnic tables, and the
club is operating on a modified basis.

While we are keeping the clubhouse open, the club is
not open to visiting yachts, and the restaurant is open
for limited hours. Laura is managing the club admirably
under stressful circumstances. Our staff–Brian Drapeau,
Nick Luck, and Abby Campomanes–are helping deal
with the impact of water on our clubhouse and
grounds, while dockmaster Morgan Baskin helps moni-
tor moorings and keeps the office open on Laura’s off
days. We are currently maintaining a full complement
of staff in anticipation of receding water levels and a
return to normal operations.

As I’m sure you’ll be reading throughout these pages,
the high water levels are putting added pressure on all
our volunteer resources. To those who have been help-
ing with sandbagging, maintaining safe pathways
around the grounds, maintaining the pumps around the
clock and checking water levels under the clubhouse, I
offer my sincere thanks, particularly to those of you
who live on the Island and are also dealing with high
water levels around your homes. I am always amazed at
the creativity and dedication with which our members
come together to solve problems.

Management committee members have also stepped up
to deal with additional challenges. Keith has had to

adapt fleet operations in response to the changing sit-
uation. Lawrence has been working with our caterer to
provide service on a modified schedule, as well as man-
aging changes to private events. He will be pulling
together a team to evaluate the impact to our club-
house once the water recedes, and determining what
repairs need to be made. John is working with various
Board members to determine the impact of this event
on our operating budget. Together with the entire
Board, we are looking for ways to protect our assets,
maintain safety, and still maintain some level of serv-
ice in this very unusual situation.

As the water levels are not expected to improve for
several weeks, I would encourage anyone who is able,
to offer some of their time to assist with the activities
required to protect our club assets. Once this marathon
is over, there will be additional opportunities for you
to contribute to our club as we recover and restore it
to the comfortable place we all enjoy. 

The season is off to an unconventional start, but with
a little patience and a willingness to pitch in, we can
turn this challenging situation into a stronger club
community.  
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Fleet
Keith Aldridge           fleet@qcyc.ca

At first thought, water levels on Lake Ontario at a 100-
year high should pose no problem for our fleet. As it
turns out, however, nothing could be further from the
truth. Boats are happy with deep water but they do
have to dock and therein lies the problem, as can be
seen here.

Fortunately our tender captains and mates, led by Head
Captain Trevor Turl, have been able to cope with these
docking challenges both at the club and cityside, where
one day our ramp was there and the next day it van-
ished. As they disappear and reappear, it seems docks
are like the ghost of Hamlet’s father, 'tis here, 'tis here,
'tis gone!

Moving on, to paraphrase the Bard, some are born with
problems, some create problems, and some have prob-
lems thrust upon them. Your Fleet Captain finds himself
in the latter position while trying to not fall into the
middle one. As the prime concern of Fleet is to keep
the tenders running on time and the members happy,
Fleet has quickly realized that fairly rapid re-purposing
of boats should do the trick.

After our delightful Algonquin Princess had a very bad
winter and had to be taken out of service, we needed
an alternative tender while the AQII was being recom-
missioned and refurbished. Freddy M., our newly
acquired workboat and race committee boat, was
pressed into tender service. While not ideal as a tender,
with steep steps and few handholds, she is filling the
gap while the Algonquin Princess is being fitted out
with a new bimini. But not to be outdone, the AP has
been serving as a workboat during the flood, from fer-
rying food for our caterer and fetching fuel for the
hungry pumps keeping the lake away from our club-
house, to carrying lumber for the new walkway bridges. 

While our members see the AQII as a comfortable, reli-
able mode of transport, Fleet thinks of her as an aging
vessel, carefully maintained by our tender captains. In
spite of this, unscheduled repairs do arise and we
appreciate members’ patience when smaller tender
boats are needed for back-to-back runs. We will always
notify members in a timely manner should tender serv-
ice actually be suspended and again when it resumes.
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Entertainment
Keith Nunn entertainment@qcyc.ca

This has been a challenging season
at QCYC, no less for our planned
events than for other activities.
However, we definitely need to
party. By the time you read this,

we will have had a combined New Members Night and
Sailpast. We still have bands booked for July 8, Sep-
tember 2 and September 30. We will maintain as much
of the normal event calendar as possible.

I know we need to party. And party we shall. I hope to
have impromptu events happening every weekend all
summer--games nights, music jams, and more. To make
this happen, I need two things from the membership: a
desire to come party at the Club, and a few hosts to be
the catalyst each night. We all know parties only get
going once some dedicated partiers make it happen.

After the member meeting on May 26, we had a great music
jam and enjoyed the bar and looked out over the city. 

I’m going to get the piano tuned and put a guitar and
tuner by the piano. I’ll see what I can do about making
sure the restaurant and bar are open for these events.
I’d like you to think about whether you can be the cat-
alyst for a party. I’ll help get the word out and help
support whatever needs to happen. It doesn’t have to
be a grand plan, just something fun you want to do
and are prepared to show up for and get the ball 
rolling (and be welcoming to those who may show up
uncertain).

Big plans are going to be challenging this year, but we
don’t need big plans, we need to have fun together in
many ways, and often. Can we count on each other to
do that? Things are going to look different, but I hope
we can have at least as much fun. 

Watch your Quick Clipper and Twitter to get the scoop
on the flood-year parties.
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Learn to Sail
Robert Eckersley          learntosail@qcyc.ca

The QCYC Learn To Sail Program includes two excellent
courses for Adults, Learn to Sail (Dinghies) and Learn
to Sail (Keelboats).

Learn to Sail (Dinghies) is a great summer program that
takes place on Tuesday and Thursday nights in July. It
is taught by enthusiastic, certified instructors and
adheres to the CYA CanSail 1-2 curriculum. This course
is a wonderful way to take full advantage of the long
July evenings–some theory, some sailing, and a relax-
ing drink up on the balcony to debrief and watch the
sun set.

Learn to Sail (Keelboats) runs over two consecutive
weekends and follows the curriculum of the CYA Basic
Cruising Course. Course fundamentals include boat han-
dling under sail and power, boating safety, weather and
charts, crew overboard procedures, and docking and
anchoring. The course is taught by QCYC member Scott
Forbes, a certified instructor and experienced blue-
water cruiser. The course is sold out for June, but some
spaces remain for the July 29 and August 19 sessions.
This course is very popular and sells out every year, so
sign up early to avoid disappointment.

Finally, we also offer a lot for the kids! Our Youth Learn
to Sail camps in July and August are a fun way to
introduce children to sailing. We offer courses from
beginner to expert, and QCYC members get preferential
pricing. The courses are perfect for kids aged 8-17. Our
instructors this year are extremely strong and we are

going to have a great summer. 

You can find more details and registration forms on the
QCYC website. I’m always happy to discuss the courses
with you as well. Please promote these programs! Our
costs are largely fixed and they contribute revenue to
the Club.

In this extraordinary year, our LTS has been affected by
the high water. We have cancelled our youth May-June
spring training and our June Adult learn to sail dinghy
sessions. As of now, I am hopeful that we will be able
to run the rest of our programs as planned. I’m moni-
toring the water levels very closely and will broadcast
by multiple channels if we have to make other adjust-
ments to our schedule. As well, I’m aware of the reports
of increased E. coli levels in Toronto Harbour and the
Lake. I am learning as much as I can about the facts
and am working with the instructors to make sure we
have a plan in place to run a safe program.  

As always, I’m available to discuss any of this. Give me
a call at 416-843-5435 or say hi to me at the Club.



One has to ask “Just what is 
Paul measuring?” It’s no surprise that Queen City has once

again out manoeuvered Paris Fashion Week
this year with “Les bottes du sac”.

As in any social dance, cooperation is vital to Contra Line Dancing. With a long 
history at QCYC, beginners are welcomed in by more practiced dancers, mistakes are
made; most dancers are willing to help beginners in learning the steps. 



Reverend Wayne and his doomsday cult followers shown just before closing the door on their
bunker. They’ve stated the flood is a sign of the end of times and will not leave the tool shed until
the rapture or FIFA 2018, whichever comes first.

QCYC members removing 
sandbags as Laurence
explains “it’s red right 
returning, unless you get 
red and green sandbags 
this will never work.”
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Two different stores, two convenient locations

901 Oxford Street | Toronto
ph  416 251 0384 or
t f    1  800 342 3644
www.foghmarine.com

1 Port St. East | Mississauga
ph 905 278 7005 or
t f  1  800 263 1506
www.foghboatsupplies.com

For All Your Performance Sailing Needs

For All Your Keelboat Needs

Embarrassed club member Roel
swearing “I only left the shower on
an extra five minutes.” Moorings
regrets to inform him his “dock has
mysteriously floated to Belleville.”

QCYC member Pat practicing blindfolded tighrope walking
between skyscrapers. Event dates coming soon!



Membership would like to introduce Senior Members 
Stephen & Linda Humbleton & their 70’ boat “Weekend Folly” 
to be permanently moored outside the clubhouse.

Practicing the 2017 
Queen City Anthem
How high’s the water, mama?
First way high and risin'
How high's the water, papa? 
First way high and risin'
Hey, come look through
The window pane,
The Queen won’t shelter 
us from the rain,
The sandbagging’s
giving us all back strain, 
Second way high and risin’...
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QCYC...Expanding the Mandate!
With the lack of sailing this spring, QCYC is proud to introduce these activities.

Experience the beauty and charm of the yard with a romantic
three hour gondola ride. Your tour will include Champagne and
canapes.

The IOC has enthused if Toronto ever
hosts the Olympics and 25m Sprint
Kayaking becomes an event, they’ll 
consider our professional course.

Joanna Kidd shown here giving a tour of the 
luxurious 18 hole Muddy Way Golf Course, 
currently featured in Golf & Sailor Magazine.

Pam Mazza explaining the new QCYC Bicycle Obstacle
Race while reinforcing the concept that Islanders will
bike in any conditions.





PAGE 16 QCYC CLIPPER   MAY 2017

Planning
Paul Lehal planning@qcyc.ca

As mentioned in the last Clipper
article, the main goal of Planning
this year is to support our Club’s
efforts to invigorate our self-help
philosophy. This philosophy was on

display in many of our members during our recent time
of need. Thanks to all who have participated in emer-
gency sandbagging and mooring work parties. Our self-
help philosophy was especially evident to all of us at
the end of May when we were presented with a beauti-
ful elevated walkway constructed by some of our mem-
bers for all of us to enjoy. Great work, guys!!

Before the high water hit us, we held a job fair in the
clubhouse to publicize opportunities to participate in
the ongoing success of QCYC. It was well attended, and
I’m pleased to report that we had four new members
volunteer during the Spring work party despite the
lousy weather. In addition, these members brought a
diverse skillset that was especially helpful for the Learn
to Sail building repairs, as well as working on our
moorings. Some members also signed up at the job fair
to get involved in our sailing program, under Graham.
Thank you all!

We will hold another job fair again later in the summer,
with emphasis on ensuring that each of our domains
(Sailing Programs, House, Yard, Grounds, Moorings,
Entertainment, etc.) has active committees to see us
through the rest of the season and hit the ground run-
ning in 2018.

In the meantime, should you be interested in learning
more about how to get involved, please don’t hesitate
to contact me.  

Sunday 
Morning 
Yoga at 
QCYC
Our weekly QCYC yoga classes started back in
June 2011 and have since become very popu-
lar. We have traditionally practised outdoors
on the lawn near the flagpole, but in this
extraordinary year, we won’t be able to enjoy
the wonderful outdoor practice under the
trees. We will practise in the Great Hall for
the foreseeable future.

Yoga can help reduce stress; improve breath-
ing, circulation and flexibility; and ease
aches and pains. You might find that you
develop better coordination, memory skills,
reaction times, and concentration by practis-
ing yoga. All of these benefits can greatly
improve your sailing experience.

Please come out on Sunday mornings, from
9:45 to 10:45 a.m., starting on June 18 
and running through to September 3.
Please bring your own mat or a large towel 
or blanket, and be sure to wear comfortable
clothing.

See you soon!

By Valerie Wint
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Women 
Skippers 
Race
Hailing all mothers, grandmothers,
daughters, sisters, aunties, and
friends to race in the 2017 QCYC
Women Skippers Race on Saturday,
August 12th.

We need your help to get as many
women skippers and crew out on
the water as we can.

Course Racing, trophies, flags,
prizes, great music and food–the
best time ever–are all in store,
supported by our sponsors at the
Rigging Shoppe, UK Sailmakers,
Steam Whistle Brewing, HMP and
more to come. 

Race registration and details to
follow. Watch for updates on
www.qcyc.ca.

By Bev Harney

WOMEN SKIPPERS
RACE

SATURDAY, AUGUST 12, 2017

Thank you to our Sponsors:
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Wine + Cheese / 
Art + Boats

No surprise . . . I love boats.  I also love painting.

And I have worked part-time at The Nautical Mind for
the last seven years. This nautical bookstore is full of
fantastic books describing and visually showcasing
boats of all sorts. When I recently retired from my
“retirement job” at the bookstore I decided to try
painting some of the historical boats which I had
become enamoured of during my years in the store. And
I discovered that it’s great fun to paint something you
are passionate about. It occurred to me that maybe I
should do a series and have a mini-show at The Nauti-
cal Mind. Everyone was keen on the idea. Unfortu-
nately, after working up eight paintings, I have decided
that the store is just too small to do the paintings jus-
tice. Therefore I am bringing them to the Island. 

On the evening of July 22nd I will be hosting a show-
ing at the Shaw House. I chose a Saturday evening in

the hopes that many QC members would be on the
Island and free to stop in for some wine, cheese and
maritime paintings. Since I am not out on the Mediter-
ranean waters watching these fantastic boats perform I
am working from photographs taken by world-famous
lensmen.  Each painting will have a canvas tag identi-
fying the boat and the photographer credited with the
shot. If you’re really curious I can tell you in which
book you could find the reference. The staff at Nautical
Mind would be happy to sell you the book and I would
be ecstatic if you want to buy a painting!

Hoping to see you between 6 and 9 p.m. on Saturday,
July 22nd. The water will be down and we’ll be having
a good time in the great room of the big house at the
foot of the Algonquin bridge. Come on over and say
hello. I’d love to show you my etchings . . . (oops, I
mean paintings).

By Nancy Moore
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